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CORN PLANTING DEPTH CRUCIAL FOR TOP YIELDS 
The main goal of 
your corn planting 
operation should be 
to place all seeds at a 
uniform depth and 
spacing.  Technology 
advancements from 
equipment manufac-
turers have allowed 
for much improve 
seed metering accu-
racy and monitoring 
in recent years, however planting depth uniformity 
remains a factor that must be evaluated manually 
with changing field conditions.  Proper planting 
depth is crucial for even stand establishment, 
which maximizes your corn yield potential. 
 
Planting depth Recommendations: 
 

 Planting depth should be 1.5 to 2 inches.  Up 
to 3 inches may be justified in very dry soil 
conditions to reach adequate moisture 

 Set planting depth in the field with the planter 
being pulled at full operating speed 

 Check planting depth across entire planter
( center can vary significantly from outside 
wings due to weight distribution) 

 Check for good seed-soil contact 

 Slower planting speeds achieve more uniform 
planting depths 

 Utilize in-row residue management equipment 
where needed. 

 
Corn Planted too shallow (‹1.5 inches) 
 

 Is less able to 
uptake water nda 
nutrients 
through the roots 

 Can develop a 
condition called 
“rootless corn 
syndrome”  
Plants will fall 
over due to the 
lack of nodal root 
development in 
dry soil 

 Can expose seedlings to herbicide resideues, 
increasing the potential for herbicide injury 

 Can slow emergence and root development in dry 
conditions. 

GRAIN SORGHUM YIELD POTENTIAL 

Silver Level 

QUALIFIERS 
Invoice & Payment by  Feb. 25th 2022 

BENEFITS 
50% Replant 
Financing: Prime –1 @ 12% discount 

For 2022 Pioneer is continuing the three levels of the Infinity Pro-
gram from last year.  They are Platinum, Gold, and Silver.  Bene-

fits and qualifications for each are listed.  It’s not too early to start 
planning for 2022. 
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In order to best estimate the yield potential of grain sorghum, we need to under-

stand the main plant components of sorghum yield. The main yield factors are: 

• number of plants, 

• number of tillers per plant, 

• total number of seeds per head, and 

• seeds per pound. 
 
The number of plants and the number of tillers per plant are two of the main 

components and are determined well before the end of the growing season. 

The initial plant density, planting date, and the environment, among other 

factors, influence those two yield components.  

 

Understanding sorghum yield components 

Increasing the number of plants per acre potentially increases competition 

for resources, which can diminish the plant’s capacity to produce tillers. In 

addition, the interaction of planting date with plant density can have a similar 

effect. As planting date is delayed, the capacity of the plant to produce tillers 

will be reduced; thus, plant population needs to be increased to compensate 

for the reduction in the number of tillers. Previous research at K-State 

showed sorghum produces more tillers when planted early (mid-to-late May) 

at lower plant populations as compared with late planting dates (mid-to-late 

June). 

 

The environment also plays an important role in the final number of heads per 

unit area. Heat and drought stress will reduce the plant’s ability to produce 

more tillers and could severely reduce the tiller survival rate. The total number 

of seeds per head will be determined within the one- or two-week period be-

fore flowering until milk to soft dough stages (approximately two to three 

weeks after flowering). 

 

Seed size will be determined close to the end of the season. In the 15 to 25 

days after flowering, during the soft dough stage, sorghum grains have already 

accumulated about 50% of the final dry mass. Thus, the period around flower-

ing is critical for defining not only the final number of grains per head but also 

the potential maximum kernel size. Final seed weight will be determined when 

the grains reach physiological maturity (visualized as a “black-layer” near the 

seed base). From this time until harvest, the grains will dry down from approxi-

mately 35% to 20% moisture content. 

 

The interaction among all four components will determine the actual yield, but 

a wide range of variation can be expected in all these main yield-driving forc-

es.  Seed number is the main driving force of sorghum yield.   

Kansas Soybean Expo—January 12th 9 am– 5 pm—Topeka, KS—kssoybeans.org/association/expo 

KSCorn & K-Sate Extension Corn School—January 14th—Salina.  Feb 3rd is virtual.  www.kscorn.com  

NO-Till on the Plains—Jan, 24th-26th—Wichita—www.notill.org 

Kansas Corn Symposium—January 27th—Salina, KS. 

Kansas Commodity Classic—January 28th—Salina, Hilton Garden Inn— www.KansasCommodityClassic.com 

Women Managing the Farm Conference—Feb 9th-11th—email to register robinreid@ksu.edu or 785-532-0964 

 

HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?   
IF YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE FARM EQUIPMENT OR 

FARM RELATED ITEMS YOU MAY DO SO FREE OF 
CHARGE. DEADLINE IS THE LAST DAY OF EACH 

MONTH. SEND YOUR AD TO  

SUSANNAH.MCGINN@plantpioneer.com 
        

 
1200 Feet of gated 8” pvc pipe.  620-386-0569  
 

Berkeley 8X6 pump w/trailer. $1000. 316-772-
0147 

 

Western Land Roller Tailwater Pump.  3 phase 
motor 5 HP.  316-650-2678      
 
  
 

Irrigation gear head 6-5 ratio.  620-386-0569 
 

 
1996 - 9500 4-wheel drive JD combine with 925 
flex head, straw chopper and spreader, 3579 sep-
arator hours, new front tires, always shedded.  
Also available 925 rigid head & 643 corn head. 

Call for information 316-796-0537 or 316-208-
9468  
 
 

Precision Planting parts—Call Mike for pricing 
on parts.  316-772-7171 

UPCOMING AG MEETINGS AND SCHOOLS 

TruChoice Discounts for 2022—Platinum and 
Gold customers who prepay for approved Corteva Agriscience ™ crop protec-
tion products by Feb. 25th 2022 will earn an additional 5% on your Corteva 
Prepay dollars. 

Total savings adds up to 15% cash or 10% credit. 

See eligible crop protection products at TruChoice.Corteva.us 

PREPAY SAVINGS 

DISCOUNT 
10% Cash or 5% 

credit 

Fund a TruChoice 

prepay  acct by   Feb 

PLUS   

PIONEER CUSTOMER 

BONUS 

5% Additional Sav-

ings applied upfront 
to retail invoice 

Must reach Infinity 

Platinum or Gold 
Level on Pioneer 

Invoice for 2022 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL SOYBEAN DOUBLE CROP PLANTING 
1. Optimize Wheat Harvest for DC Planting 

• Consider harvesting wheat at 18-20% moisture and artificial-
ly drying the grain to allow for earlier double-crop planting.  
This should help maximize your wheat and double-crop soy-
bean yields while maintaining grain quality. 

• Make combine adjustments to maintain soil moisture for dou-
ble-crop beans and decrease residue that can harm seed/soil 
contact during bean planting. 

• Try harvesting in different directions to find the angle at 
which the header best picks up the wheat 

• Adjust the reel slightly ahead of the cutter bar and far 
enough down to lay the head on the platform 

• The reel should turn slightly faster than ground speed 

2. Prepare for weeds by selecting the right variety 

• Weed pressure can be significant in double-crop soybeans.  
Select seeds that will allow for effective herbicide treat-
ments, such as the Enlist E3 soybean trait with tolerance to 
2,4-D choline, glyphosate, and glufosinate. 

3. Follow some of your full-season planting practices 

• Use the same practices that you would for full-season beans 
when it comes to soil moisture and soil conditions to achieve 
timely germination 

• Plant at 1-1.5 inch depth for ideal emergence time. 

4. Increase your seeding rate 

• Double-crop soybeans require higher seeding rates because 
they are destined to be shorter and produce fewer pods per 
plant.  Higher seeding rates enhance plant and pod height to 
compensate, and they counteract the effects of any high wheat 
residue in your field 

• Higher rates also enable quicker canopy closure, which can be a 
benefit in drought– and/or heat-prone environments, and can 
slow down or inhibit weed emergence as well as early growth 

5. Consider decreasing row spacing 

• Narrower row spacing is likely to provide a greater yield benefit  
in double-crop beans when soybeans have limited time for                                        
       Continued on page 3     



Crop Insurance today offers...Lots of choices, if you want a 
crop insurance agent that can help you make choices from a 

farmers perspective contact     
Steve McGinn 316-284-1935 

Ag Risk Management

 Defoliating insects like bean leaf beetles, Japanese beetles, 
Mexican bean beetles, and a variety of caterpillars 

 Soybean aphids 

 Stink bugs 

 Soybean podworm (corn earworm) 

Keep an eye out for these common diseases in double-crop beans 

 Rhizoctonia solani 

 Phytophthora root and stem rot 

 Cercospora leaf blight and seed stain 

 Frogeye leaf spot 

 Viruses 

 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL SOYBEAN DOUBLE CROP CONTINUED  

Follow Pioneer on Twitter 

                   @ksuhill (Gary Hill Pioneer Account Manager)   

  @pioneerKansas    

  @Pioneerseeds 

vegetative growth before flowering.  Consider planting 15 
inch rows, which some research suggests produces a 4 bu/
acre yield advantage over 30 in rows. 

• Watch out for moisture stress, brown stem rot, white mold, 
nitrogen stress, and soybean cyst nematode.  These threats 
are more common in narrow row spacing and can reduce or 
erase yield advantage. 

6. Evaluate stand establishment promptly 

• Heavy residue in a double-crop field can cause hair pinning 
and poor emergence of soybeans.  Evaluate stand count upon 
emergence to determine whether you will have a good crop. 

• Count the stands inside a 30 inch hoop, and multiply the num-
ber by 8.878 to determine the field population.  Take stand 
counts in multiple spots throughout the field. 

7. Smaller crops are more vulnerable to pests, making scouting 
very important in double-crops.  Pests to watch for in late-
planted beans include: 
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Contact Information 

PIONEER & WHEAT SEED  
Korey Carmichael  316-641-3160 
korey.carmichael@plantpioneer.com 
 

TYE ENGEL  316-217-6253 
tye.engel@plantpioneer.com 
 

MIKE MCGINN  316-772-7171  

mikemcginn@plantpioneer.com 
 

TANNER GATZ  316-284-1597      
TGATZ4@gmail.com 
 
           

Insurance 
STEVE MCGINN  316-284-1935         
mcginnst@hotmail.com 
 
BILLING QUESTIONS 
SUSANNAH MCGINN  OFF. 316-772-5050  
susannah.mcginn@plantpioneer.com 

Get your meters calibrated and repaired.  We have a planter 

test stand for checking the accuracy of vacuum, finger 

pickup, and Kinze brush meter units. 

This is something that we suggest should be done on a 
planter at least every other year.  Contact Mike, Tye, or Ko-

rey for details and to schedule your test.  We would really 

like to do these this winter instead during the spring rush 

Pricing is $25/row before March 1st and /$30/row after March 1st.   

Pioneer Cover 

Crops—  Crop 

Doctorate 

Type this into the search bar to find it.   

More videos can be seen @ Pioneer Seeds. 

Visit www.wildcatagriservices.com  - to learn more about Pioneer Products! 

Serving American   
Farmers Since 1926 

FROM ALL OF US AT WILDCAT AGRI-SERVICES 

WE WANT TO WISH EVERYONE  

mailto:https//www/twitter.com/@pioneerkansas

